> ------------------------------------------------------------------------
> *From:* Alice Debbaudt
> *Sent:* Wed 4/23/2008 7:27 PM
> *To:* Ramirez, Martha; Mandl, Tonya
> *Cc:* Esparza, Alicia
> *Subject:* Re: (no subject)
>
> Hi Martha!
>  I had such a great time with you and your students. Because I have this
> advantage of visiting different schools, I can honestly say that the
> enthusiasm and interest from the students and the staff I met at Foshay
> Learning Center was quite extraordinary. Those two young men, I don't
> remember their names, who we spoke to about the "finance
> ability" and the "let's keep going", will remain a high point of my
> experiences with students. Please tell them that I will never forget
> them. I would hope one day we could bring them "up" by giving them more
> opportunities, maybe even speaking to our  higher-ups about their ideas.
> It's too soon right now, but if we could document an increase of
> interest in school work by giving students the hands on learning
> associated with gardening, then we would all benefit.
> Take a look at your assets:
> 1. You. Willing to go into the unknown.
> 2. Mr. Salinas, who has an environmental degree
> 3. AP Mr. Watson, who spent a good amount of time observing, plus had a
> spark about instilling a good  work ethic
> 4. Employee that wants to pick her own salad greens
> 5. Counselor who lingered longer than she intended because she also saw
> that there was interesting conversation
> 6. Great Maintenance team that have a sense of humor
> 7. Students who want to start an environmental club
> 8. Your sign-in volunteer who has real cotton pickin' experience from
> Alabama
>
> It's quite exciting, the combination I see at your school! By the way, I
> looked up Los Angeles Conservation Corps to see if there was a program
> they could bring you and the "environmental club" ladies. And lo and
> behold, Fosahy LC is listed in their website as being a Clean and Green
> partner. That is one of their programs. So we need to find out more.
> Here is the weblink:
> www.*la**corps*.org
> I will talk to Tonya and others about other sources of environmental
> organizations that could come speak to or help develop something with
> the students.
>
> I am so glad about your and Mr. Salinas's decision, that was worrying me
> so much about not getting the plants planted that day. So are the plants
> in the ground? I do have time this Friday am and could stay till 12 or 1
> if that suits you. Do you still need a hose? I will need the bins back,
> thank you for securing them somewhere. I'd be glad to tell them more
> about the plants and would still very much like to get a rock garden
> started to help camouflage the old pond.
>
> You're amazing!
> Thanks,
> Alice
