ECOSYSTEMS and BIOMES by Mary Van Cleve, TAMU-Commerce (adapted by Mr. Randolph
Introduction

You are an ecologist and a  conservationist. That means that you want to help save our precious biomes from extinction by helping other people learn about the Biomes  and the plants and animals that exist in the various ecosystems. 
First you must study the ecosystem in which these species reside and understand the food chains within these ecosystems, along with the plants, animals, overall climate and interesting facts about your biome. We  must understand all the aspects of the ecosystems and the species that are currently flourishing in it  in order to understand how to prevent our biomes and the life within it from becoming extinct. 
Task

For this WebQuest you will develop a brochure about your Biome. You will be working in groups to discover everything there is to know about the  Ecosystem you choose. You will be gathering data and information about your ecosystem It is important to consider all the different aspects of your ecosystem .    Things you should include in your brochure could be: 
· Location of the Biome  

· Biome Facts and Climate 

· Plants 
· Names of plants
· Pictures of plants
· Description of the various plants 

· Animals 
· Names of animals
· Pictures of animals 
· Description of the various animals in your Biome 

In addition you will need to have a title page for your brochure and an ending page. 

 The title page should include: 

Name of Biome in a decorative style

Your names , our science class name, and your grade

The concluding page should have:

Other websites to contact
Anything else that you would like to put on it (pictures, facts…) 

 

Process

Hello everyone!! 

 Here is what you will be doing today. Everyone will be assigned to groups of three to four  students. Each group will be assigned one of these subjects to research online: 

Tundra 

Taiga

Temperate Forests 

Grasslands

Desert

Rainforests

Rivers and Streams

Lakes and Ponds

Wetlands

Shorelines

Temperate Oceans

Tropical Oceans

 

Click here to get general information about any of the above listed ecosystems/biomes. 

You are going to present your brochure to the class. You will be working in groups. These groups will consist of a plant researcher, an animal researcher, a climatologists, and  brochure designer/researcher.
Here are some helpful links for the different ecosystems that you have to choose from: 

Rainforest information:

What is a rainforest? 

This has helful links concerning the location, plants and animals of the rainforests of the world. 

Plants of the SouthEast Asia Rainforest
Plants of Australian RainForest  

Plants of the Amazon  

Animals of the rainforests 
Desert information: 

Great North American Deserts 
Locations of world deserts and links to important desert information 

Wetlands information: 

National Wetlands Inventory 
Status and trends of wetlands, plants and animals. 

Links to Wetland 
Temperate Deciduous Forests  information: 

History of the forests 
Temperate Deciduous forests Biomes
Shoreline Ecosystems: 

Information about shoreline ecosystems
Shoreline ecosystems and terrestrial buffers 

Shoreline ecosystems
Taiga Biome: 

All about Taiga 
Tundra: 

the Tundra Biome
Plants of the Tundra 
Animals of the Tundra 
Grasslands: 

The Grassland Biome 

Animals of the Grasslands 

Plants of the Grasslands 

Temperate Oceans: 

Temperate Ocean Ecosystem
Examples of Animals in the Temperate Ocean 

Plants in the Temperate Ocean  

Tropical oceans: 

Tropical Ocean Ecosystem
Plant information for Tropical Oceans 

MORE Plant information for Tropical Oceans
Animals of the Tropics 

Lakes and Ponds: 

Overview of lakes and Ponds 
Rivers and Streams: 

Overview of Rivers 
Remember in your brochure you will have 6 panels to put information on. These panels will consist of:
Panel 1- Title page

Panel 2- Location of Biome

Panel 3- Interesting facts and climate of Biome

Panel 4- Plants in the Biome with descriptions

Panel 5- Animals in the Biome with descriptions

Panel 6-  Other websites and pictures
Evaluation

	 
	Beginning
1
	Developing
2
	Accomplished
3
	Exemplary
4
	Score

	 

 

 

 

Writing - Grammar 
	There are several grammatical mistakes in the brochure even after feedback from an adult. 
	There are 1-2 grammatical mistakes in the brochure even after feedback from an adult. 
	There are no grammatical mistakes in the brochure after feedback from an adult. 
	There are no grammatical mistakes in the brochure. 
	

	 

Spelling & Proofreading 
	Several spelling errors in the brochure. 
	No more than 3 spelling errors remain after one person other than the typist reads and corrects the brochure. 
	No more than 1 spelling error remains after one person other than the typist reads and corrects the brochure. 
	No spelling errors remain after one person other than the typist reads and corrects the brochure. 
	

	 

Content - Accuracy 
	Fewer than 80% of the facts in the brochure are accurate. 
	89-80% of the facts in the brochure are accurate. 
	99-90% of the facts in the brochure are accurate. 
	All facts in the brochure are accurate. 
	

	 

Attractiveness & Organization 
	The brochure's formatting and organization of material are confusing to the reader. 
	The brochure has well-organized information. 
	The brochure has attractive formatting and well-organized information. 
	The brochure has exceptionally attractive formatting and well-organized information. 
	

	 

Graphics/Pictures
	Graphics do not go with the accompanying text or appear to be randomly chosen. 
	Graphics go well with the text, but there are too few and the brochure seems "text-heavy".
	Graphics go well with the text, but there are so many that they distract from the text. 
	Graphics go well with the text and there is a good mix of text and graphics. 
	


Conclusion

As you are finishing your WebQuest you should've learned many things. It's important to  remember that you have only 3 sessions in the SDC room and the due date is JUNE 21ST. ON THAT DAY I WILL BE COLLECTING THE BROCHURES. HAVE FUN WITH THIS PROJECT !  MR. PROCTOR AND I WILL BE THERE TO HELP YOU. 

